
EXODUS 32v1-6 – IDOLATRY and WORSHIP 
 

Background 
 
Moses was leading Israel after they escaped from the hand of Pharaoh 
in Egypt. About three months after they crossed the Red Sea, God tells 
Moses in Exodus 19 that he wants to establish Israel as His “kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.” Israel agrees to obey. God came down 
upon Mt. Sinai in the sight of the people, and Moses and Aaron went 
up the mountain and Moses received the Law from the Lord, as well as 
instructions regarding the tabernacle, altars, slaves, contributions, 
social justice, the Sabbath, and other rules. 
 
In chapter 24, Israel agrees once again to enter a covenant with God 
and to obey. God tells Moses to come back to the mountain so that 
God can give him the tablets of the law, the Ten Commandments. 
Moses leaves Aaron and a man named Hur in charge. Moses takes 
Joshua with him and is gone 40 days and nights. 

 
2 NEVER STATEMENTS 

1. Idolatry never comes from a place of complete 
understanding. (v1ff)  

2. Idolatry never replaces God.   
 

3 ALWAYS STATEMENTS 
1. Idolatry is always an all-in affair. / The children of Israel 

thought that they were simply adding a golden calf as a god 
along with Yahweh. But God thought differently. So much so that 
He considered starting over with Moses… 
Exodus 32:7-10 

2. Idolatry always seems harmless, normal, or even practical 
and useful. / self-preservation / We say…“He’s just ambitious…” 
“She’s a flirt.” “They are just providing for their family.” 1 
Corinthians 10:12 says, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that 
he stands take heed lest he fall.”  

3. Idolatry always has severe consequences. 
 
“...idolatry can be active in my heart even as I’m outwardly 
worshipping God. That’s a sobering thought. Whenever I think I 
can’t worship God unless “X” is present, I’m making a profound 
statement. If “X” is anything other than Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, I’ve moved into idolatrous territory. Idolatry is always evil, 



but the idols we pursue aren’t necessarily evil things. They are evil 
for us because we value them over God.” -Bob Kauflin, Idolatry on 
Sunday Mornings 
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